
A reply to Dr. Stearn's letter on Ergot
To the Editors of the Ne» England Journal of Medicine, Sic

gentlemen,

IN my letter on Ergot,* the name of John Steams, M.D.
was mentioned for the express purpose of bearing testi-

mony of his having introduced "this article into public use."
A medicine, Which he, and many other respectable genllemeiibelieve to be an active remedy ; but which, in my hands, and
in those of some others has been inert. But as the doctor is
not pleased with this liberty, which I have takeu, politenessrequires that 1 should recall what I have said of him. And
in doing this, " should any severity of remark occur, 1 trust
the doctor will acquit me of the most remote design to wound
his sensibility, when I assure him, that 1 am influenced only
by an earnest desire to elicit truth."

Then I do acknowledge, that " I have connected with doc-
tor John Steams'* name, erroneous ideas of the Ergol ;" be-
cause I find that Doctor Steams was not the first who unre-
duced Ergot into publick use. It has been a common remedy
in France for half a century, and has been used by all the
old women of the Country ; as will appear from a paper on
that subject by M. Desgranges, a physician oi Lyons, publish-
ed in the number for January 1818, of the Noveati Journal de
Médecine of Paris, Vol. I. p. 54. L. SPALDING.

[A translated abstract from the above named document.]The pulvis parturians of the Americans is mentioned under
the word sécale, in James's Medical Dictionary, in which it
is said to be in great credit for checking flooding after deliv-
ery. The same article is in great repute in Lyons, where, in
the year 1777 Mons. Desgranges met with several nudnives,
who exhibited it to accelerate child birth. They used to
grind it in a coffee mill, and gave of it, after decoction, a gieatquantity, grounds and all. In a quarter of an hour, a woman
was delivered.

• 2. In the Journal de Physique, August, 1774, a lady, from
Chaumont in the Vexia, testifies, that since her youth, she has
known that the Ergot would accelerate parturiency ; that her

.

mother had administered it to several women. A tea-spoonful
of the powder mixed with some water, tea, or broth, would

* Vol. VII. page 216 of this Journal
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immediately procure delivery. Another midwife of that city
had been twenty-five years in the same practice ; she had laid
down rules for the use of Ergot, and had particularly di-
rected, (hat it should not be given before theos uteri was dilated
four or five lines. A third woman he knew at Lyons, who
had practiced forty years, in whose possession, a great quan-
tity of the Ergot was found, and kept lor use.

3. Mons. Desgranges thinks thai a famous Dutch Accouch-
eur called Rathlaw, mentioned in the work of Levret on Obste-
trics, page 229, and who flourished in 1747, succeeded in
terminating labour, at the second dose of a powder, which he
thinks must have been the Ergot.

4. Mons. Desgranges asserts, that to his knowledge and recol-
lection, the use of the Ergol has been know for forty-five years
in the district called Vexia ; and in that of Lyons, it has been
in the hands of empiricism, from time immemorial.

Bead before the New York County Medical Society.

Extracts from a letter to Aaron Dexter, M.D. &c. &c.
from Dr. William Lyman

[Communicated for the New-Bogland Journal of Medicioe, tic.]

THE following case I submit with respect, for your con-
sideration.

I was called to a young woman on the 14th of January
last. She was twenty seven years of age, of a good constitu-
tion—plethoric, and had enjoyed a good state of heallh
through life. She had walked about one mile and a half (after
sitting up by night as a watcher with a sick child) to her mo-
ther's. Soon after she returned home, she complained of an

headach, pain in her limbs, stiffness through the body, and
a great coldness ; her mother put her feet into warm waler,
and then put her into bed—jugs of hot water were placed
at her feet and body, so as to excite heat ; and in two hours
after this she complained of a pain and numbness in her feet,
soon after there was a total loss of reason, attended with
spasms pretty much on the left side of her body. In four
hours from the attack 1 saw her in the situation above describ-
ed, despaired of by her mother and friends. They consider-
ing it the spotted fever, so called. 1 found her pulse rather
slow and hard, and considering her fullness, concluded to
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